[Stem cell apheresis--experiences in children].
Stem cell apheresis, as a means to support patients during aplasia, has become an important support in the management of patients with various malignant diseases in need for heavy therapeutic regimens. Progress in this field is due, among other reasons, to better knowledge of pathophysiology in haematopoiesis and of the functioning of cytokines. Furthermore, the technical feasibility of apheresis has been improved to such an extent as to allow for collection of a stem cell-containing fraction almost in pure form. Our experience with stem cell apheresis is relatively short but includes also children between the ages of 1 and 21 years (median: 5 1/2 years). Whereas the clinical results have been published elsewhere, we here report our experience in terms of safety, using the Fresenius AS 104 machine.